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Abstract

Pests pose a significant risk to natural science collections with appreciable resources
invested in prevention, monitoring and eradication. Despite best efforts, infestations do still
occur in the vast majority of museums at one time or another. Tackling these can be an
expensive, time-consuming and labour-intensive undertaking that can also affect staff
morale. In some circumstances, however, having to deal with infestations can have positive
long-term outcomes.

In 2017, a small team of Conservation and Collection Management staff at Otago Museum
were required to deal with a carpet beetle outbreak in the museum’s much-loved Animal
Attic gallery. The project quickly expanded in scope to include the Natural Science Dry
Store. For a team of only four staff it involved significant logistical challenges and the
movement of a large number of items.

Despite the challenges involved, the staff found that a number of positive Conservation and
Collection Management outcomes beyond the eradication of carpet beetles also occurred.
Examples were increased museum-wide staff understanding of Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) strategies, improvements to gallery environmental conditions, and
opportunities for the reorganisation of storage.

The planning, implementation and resolution stages of the project will be discussed, with
an emphasis on how a significant risk to the museum’s collection has been used to
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improve the long-term preservation and management of the Otago Museum’s Natural
Science Collections.
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